
 

 

 

SCHEDULE C 
 

Standard of Excellence  
(Revised 2013 04 24) 

Black & Red Angus bull 
Registered Pedigree Requirements 

COLOUR POINT 1 - 9 
Red or black.  White on any animal coming forward of the navel or above the underline 
is a disqualification.  A white spot on the navel may be accepted provided that the white 
spot does not exceed 5cm in diameter. 

 

SIZE POINT 1 - 9 
Well developed. According to age and condition, with good length of body and evidence 
of ample vigour. 

 

HEAD POINT 1 - 9 
Masculine, forehead broad, slightly indented and tapering towards the nose, muzzle 
broad, nostrils wide and open.  Distance from eye to nostrils of moderate length, eyes 
mild, full and expressive (not bulging); eyebrow muscles well developed with oval eye 
opening; ear of good medium size, slightly erect and well covered with hair.  Poll well 
defined and without any appearance of horns, scurs or bare patches.  Jaws clean and 
deep.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desirable breed character is a hallmark of outstanding Angus sires. 

Bulls should have heads which are bold and masculine (left), not plain and refined (right).  Angus 

breeders believe animals with strong sex character are more prepotent   

 



THROAT POINT 1 - 9 
Clean, without any development of loose flesh underneath  

NECK POINT 1 - 9 
Of proportionate length, muscular with moderate crest (which increases with age), 
blending smoothly into the shoulders (with full neck vein. 

 

SHOULDERS POINT 1 - 9 
Well laid in, moderately broad without coarseness, well muscled and the top being in 
line with the back 

 

CHEST POINT 1 - 9 
Wide and deep 

BRISKET POINT 1 - 9 
Clean, not flabby or too prominent  

RIBS POINT 1 - 9 
Well sprung from the backbone, arched and deep, not flat, neatly joined to the crops 
and loins 

 

BACK POINT 1 - 9 
Broad and straight on the top line from crops tp hipbones; loins strong, level and 
smooth, hipbones moderate in width, not prominent but well covered., rump long, wide, 
level and rounded neatly into hindquarters (heavily drooping, sloping rumps not 
desirable) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Down the top a correct beef animal should be thick and smooth (left) 

 not too wide at the hips and too narrow at the pinbones (right) 

 

 

 

 



 

HINDQUARTERS POINT 1 - 9 
Broad, deep, thick and full, carrying well down to the hocks.  Thighs thick and muscular 
and in proportion to the hindquarters, when viewed from the rear should appear 
rounded rather than square 

 

TAIL POINT 1 - 9 
Fine, of medium length, coming neatly out of the body on a line with the back and 
hanging at a right angle to it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Beef animals should show ample thickness from the rear, 

 especially in the lower round and hind legs should come down straight out of the body (centre).  

 Animals with hind legs too close at the hocks (left) or bowed at the hocks (right) should be avoided.   

Angus cattle should be thick and well rounded over the top (centre), not flat and uneven in width (right) 

UNDERLINE POINT 1 - 9 
As straight as possible with a correctly placed sheath well tucked up and no scrotal 
faults 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Severe faults in beef cattle include hind legs which are too straight (left) 

And too crooked (right).  Animal on the left is “post-legged”.  The one on the right is “sickle-hocked”. 

  In the centre is correct placement of hind legs.  Correct leg structure increases longevity 

.  Correct animals should have a long, level rump (centre), 

 not a high tail head (left) nor a short, droopy rump (right) 
 

 



TESTES POINT 1 - 9 
He must have an ample sized scrotum with the testes fully descended and the scrotum 
descending down to hock level and the scrotum should have a distinct neck.  The 
normal circumference of a year old bull is 32 – 34 cm.  A year old bull with a scrotum 
circumference of less than 30cm and a two year old with less than 34 cm, would be less 
than satisfactory.  Bulls with pendulous sheath development should be regarded with 
caution 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGS POINT 1 - 9 
Correctly and squarely placed, bone clean, strong and flat.  Hind legs inclined slightly 
forward below the hocks; forearm muscular.  Feet should point straight ahead with toes 
of equal size.  Walk easily and collected without straddling behind or paddling in front 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From the front beef breeding animals should have legs spaced well apart to allow 

adequate capacity for roughage (left), not too close together (right).  

 They should have sound and adequate bone (left).  

 Lack of bone and crooked front legs (right) should be avoided 

 

HOCKS POINT 1 - 9 
Broad and clean and not too straight  

FLESH POINT 1 - 9 
Even, without lumps, giving a symmetrical, balanced, smooth appearance (lumpiness 
undesirable) 

 

SKIN POINT 1 - 9 
Of moderate thickness and mellow touch, pliable and seasonally abundantly covered 
with thick soft hair, not woolly 

 

GENERAL APPEARANCE POINT 1 - 9 
Stylish, alert, masculine, well balanced and showing good beef qualities  



 

Disqualifications 
 

1 A white switch except in the case of red Angus. 

2 Any signs of horns or horny substance adhering to the skin or absence of hair follicles (bare patches) in the 
skin over the seat of the horns. 

3 White tail switch in Black Angus 

 

 

 

 

SA Angus female 
Registered Pedigree Requirements 

COLOUR POINT 1 - 9 
Black or red.  White to a moderate extent behind the navel is permissible.  White on any 
animal coming forward of the navel or above the underline is a disqualification.  In 
Angus females at the time of inspection, a white spot on the navel may be accepted 
provided that the white spot does not exceed 5cm in diameter 

 

SIZE POINT 1 - 9 
Well developed according to age and condition with good length of body and evidence 
of ample vigour 

 

HEAD POINT 1 - 9 
Feminine and more refined, forehead moderately broad and slightly indented, tapering 
towards the nose, muzzle strong, nostrils wide and open; distance from eye to nostril of 
moderate length, eye full, bright and expressive; ears large, slightly rising upwards and 
well furnished with hair; poll well defined and without any appearance of horns, scurs or 
bare patches, jaws clean 

 

THROAT POINT 1 - 9 
Clean without any development of loose flesh underneath  

NECK POINT 1 - 9 
Of proportionate length, spreading out to meet the shoulders with full neck vein.  “U” 
neck undesirable 

 

SHOULDERS POINT 1 - 9 
Well laid in, covered on the blades and op the top which should be in line with the back 
and moderately broad 

 

CHEST POINT 1 - 9 
Wide and deep  

BRISKET POINT 1 - 9 
Clean, Prominent brisket undesirable  

RIBS POINT 1 - 9 
Well sprung from the backbone, arched and deep, not flat, neatly joined to the crops 
and loins 

 



HIND QUARTERS POINT 1 - 9 
She will e long, clean and smooth in her muscling and she will be wide between her pins 
and show a large pelvic capacity 

 

TAIL POINT 1 - 9 
Fine, of medium length, coming neatly out of the body on a line with the back and 
hanging at a right angle to it 

 

UDDER POINT 1 - 9 
The mammary system should show a strong and evenly attached udder of good 
capacity and strength with moderate sized teats of even shape.  Avoid poor capacity, 
deep, bulgy or loosely attached or unevenly shaped udders with teats that are too big, 
too small or of odd and uneven shape 

 

UNDERLINE POINT 1 - 9 
As straight as possible and flank full  

LEGS POINT 1 - 9 
Correctly and squarely placed; bone clean, strong and flat; hocks correctly set.  Hind 
legs slightly inclined forward below the hocks.  Forearm, muscular.  Feet should point 
straight ahead with toes of equal size.  Walk easily and collected without straddling 
behind or paddling in front.  Bone to be finer than that of the bull 

 

FLESH POINT 1 - 9 
Even, giving as symmetrical, balanced, smooth appearance.  Lumpiness undesirable  

SKIN POINT 1 - 9 
Of moderate thickness and mellow touch,  pliable and seasonally abundantly covered 
with thick, soft hair, not woolly 

 

GENERAL APPEARANCE POINT 1 - 9 
Stylish, alert, feminine, well balanced with good beef qualities  

 

Disqualifications 
 

1 White coming forward of the navel and above the underline 

2 Any signs of horns or horny substance adhering to the skin or absence of hair follicles (bare patches) in the 
skin over the seat of the horns 

3 A white switch except in the case of Red Angus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

General Disqualifications 
 

GENERAL APPEARANCE 
1 Lack of masculinity in bulls, as exhibited by a weak head, extreme lack of muscling, etc. 

2 Lack of femininity in heife4rs as exhibited by a masculine head, very heavy muscling, etc. 

3 Extremes in size, whether excessively tall or very small, pony type 

4 Excessively fine bone 

5 Wild temperament 

6 White patches anywhere, except on the underline behind the navel 

7 Not true to type in terms of coat, colour, etc 

HEAD 
1 Protruding eyes 

2 Total blindness 

3 Overshot jaw 

4 Undershot jaw 

5 Crooked face 

6 Very short bull dog type head 

LEGS 

1 Straight hocks 

2 Extreme sickle or cow hocks 

3 Slack pasterns (extreme cases) 

4 X-front legs 

5 Bandy legs 

6 Pigeon toes 

7 Unsound hock or pastern joints 

8 Long hooves and laminitis 

9 Splayed hooves 

10 Shallow heels 

11 Hoof abnormalities 

12 Extreme posty legs 

SHOULDERS 
1 Excessive shoulder development 

2 Excessively loose shoulders 

TOP LINE 
1 Excessively weak loin 

2 Roach back 

3 Devils grip 
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